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Students sometimes make mistakes, and thus some of the disciplinary actions that might be taken against them might be either long-term or short-term suspension. Longterm suspension of students entails the removal of students from all the school-related activities for up to ten days while the longterm suspension constitutes the withdrawal of the student from all the school-related activities for more than ten days. There are procedures which need to be adhered to before a student is suspended. Firstly, it is critical to determine whether the suspension is an option, that is a suspension is a severe disciplinary action and therefore should be an option when all the other disciplinary measures have proved unsatisfactory. Secondly, there is a need to a fair hearing, that is the right of the student for an informal hearing. After the student is served with the notice of suspension, the student has the right to fair trial, that being informed of the charges against him/her, and while present to make any statements in defense of the student. However, in some cases suspension might be imposed without the student being given the right to a hearing if the presence of the student imposes a threat to the safety of other students and staffs or the presence of the student has adverse impacts, that is disrupts the education of other students significantly. A Notice should be served to the parents or the guardians at the end of the workday when the suspension had been imposed. The notice should clearly outline the reasons for the student being suspended as well as a detailed description of the student’s behavior where the suspension is based. Finally, there are post suspensions follow-up and support. This means that the principal might consider whether to convene a student support group after the suspension, that for instance if the student has been suspended multiple times and might be disadvantaged in a way.
    These procedures are not consistent as with regards to the case of Goss v. Lopez. In this case, the students were suspended from school without being accorded the right to fair hearing, in Central High School (Columbus, Ohio). Students might be denied hearing taking into consideration only two, options where the presence of the students was a threat to the safety of all the individuals within the school environment and also disrupts the education significantly. The implication here is thus that the institution denied the five students the right to fair hearing. Ohio law, Rev.Code Ann. § 3313.64 (1972) provides free education, to all the students. Section 3313.66 of the Code sanctions the school principal for any public school in Ohio to approve a student suspension with regards to misconduct for up to 10 days, and at the same time he/ she must provide a notification to the parents of the students about the disciplinary action during the workday when the suspension was imposed and give explanations for reasons. A declaration that § 3313.66 of the Ohio States regulations violated the rights of the students as it allowed public institutions to deny the students the rights to education due to the process component of the fourteenth amendment (Fourteenth Amendment as Cited in Cornell Law School, 2018). In the fourteenth amendment the due process protects anyone from being deprived of any rights, and in this case, students had been deprived of their rights to a fair hearing. 







Reference
Cornell Law School. 2018. The Legal Information Institute, Due Process in the Fourteenth Amendment. Retrieved From: https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/due_process
Ohio Revised Code. Ann. § 3313.64 (1972). Retrieved From: http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3313.64
